Amendments to the Claims 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims 
Claims 1-29. (Canceled) 

Claim 30. (Currently Amended) A method comprising: 

rece -. i ng, at a neighborhood headend located in a neighborhood, one or more input 
signals from a cable distribution center; 

my hip _ 1 h n <" < i \ oico noiou . 1 ol\tdeo 

channels received in the one or more input signals from the cable distribution center; 

receiving, at a local service module located in the neighborhood and coupled io she 
i] - |d h eadend , the one or more multiplexed channel signals from [[a ]] the 
hoi hood headend , the one or more multiplexed channol signals comprising a i4tH : ifUi-y 
of-video-ehanft&ls ; 

receiving, at the local service module, a channel selection request for one of the 
plurality of video channels; 

converting to a predetermined frequency, by one of a plurality of converters in the 
local service module, the one of the plurality of video channels corresponding to the channel 
selection request; and 

combining by the local service module, the converted one of the plurality of video 
channels with at least one other video channel from the one or more multiplexed channel 
signals into a multiplexed signal for transmission to a plurality of room interface units 
coupled to the loca l service module, each of the plurality of room interface units being 
located at a customer location!! ; "]] of the neighborhood. 

communicating a customer request for interactive mode from a local s ervice 
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> modeled theto dcmt via the customer management system. 



Claim 31. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 30 wherein the predetermined 
frequency is a first predetermined frequency and further comprising: 

converting, to a second predetermined frequency using another one of the plurality of 
converters, the at least one other video channel from the one or more multiplexed channel 
signals. 

Claim 32. (Currently amended) The method of claim 30-fu?ther«empr4sin^^f4k«Fing r fer 
receptio n by a video displaying apparatus, at least one of the video channels within the 
m - a - ktr>l« - x - ed -8- kfl - a l wherein the video channels of the multiplexed signal are provided to 
and filtered by a video displaying apparatus coupled to an interface unit located at a 
customer location.. 

Claim 33. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 30 wherein the channel selection 
request is received from a customer. 

Claim 34. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 33 wherein the channel selection 
request identifies the customer. 

Claim 35. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 30 further comprising: 

demultiplexing the one or more multiplexed channel signals at the local service 
module. 

Claim 36. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 30 wherein at least one of the one 
or more multiplexed channel signals includes one or more video channels [[ is]] received 
from any one or more, or a combination of, the following compon ents of the neighborhood 
headend : a personal video recorder, a video on demand server, a personal computer, ef- and a 
DOCSIS frequency converter. 
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Claim 37. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 36 wherein the channel selection 
request includes at least one command to control one or more of the following: the personal 
video recorder, the video on demand server, the personal computer, or the DOCSIS 
frequency converter. 

Claim 38. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 30 wherein: 

the predetermined frequency is one of a plurality of predetermined frequencies; and 

the multiplexed signal is transmitted to a plurality of room interface units, each unit being 

associated with one of the plurality of predetermined frequencies. 

Claim 39. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 38 wherein the channel selection 
request is received from one of the plurality of room interface units. 

Claim 40. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 38 wherein at least one of the 
plurality of room interface units includes authorization information that authorizes display of 
the one of the plurality of channels and the method further comprises: 

obtaining authorization from the at least one of the plurality of room interface units to 
convert the one of the plurality of video channels. 

Claim 41. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 30 wherein at least one of the 
plurality of converters is a programmable converter. 

Claim 42. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 30 wherein at least one of the 
plurality of converters is a frequency converter. 

Claim 43. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 30 wherein another local service 
module converts a video channel from the plurality of video channels to the predetermined 
frequency. 
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Claim 44. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 43 wherein the local service 
module utilizes frequencies for the plurality of converters in the local service module that are 
identical to frequencies utilized by a plurality of converters in the another local service 
module. 

Claim 45. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 30 wherein the channel selection 
request includes a DOCSIS return channel signal for transmission to the n Igbboihood 
headend. 

Claim 46. (Currently Amended) A local service module in a neighborhood adapted to 
receive one or more multiplexed channel signals comprising a plurality of video channels, the 
one or more multiplexed channel signals received from a neighborhood headend of the 
neighborhood, the nei ghborhood headend being con figured to be receptive of a plurality of 
input signals from a cable tel evision distribution center, and to transmit a multiplexed signal, 
the local service module , the local service module comprising: 

a microprocessor adapted to receive a channel selection request for one of the 
plurality of video channels; 

a plurality of converters adapted to convert to a predetermined frequency at least one 
of the plurality of video channels corresponding to the channel selection request; 

a combiner adapted to combine the converted one of the plurality of video channels 
with at least one other video channel into the multiplexed signal , the local service module to 

.'■rAs lLofJliepl^^ ai a custome r locations 

an d located in the neighborhood. 

wherein the local service module is in communication with a ' \ -n-t^ffte.-H- 
syst e m, tho custo m- • i ms ■■:,-->v> ent syst e m op e rabl e to to communicate a custom e r r e qu e st for 
interactiv e mode from a local service module to the headend, and to com municate a channel 
r e qu e st foi see fee; broad ca s t chann e ls from a local s e rvic e m odul e to tho head e nd. 
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Claim 47. (Previously Presented) The local service module of claim 46 wherein the local 
service module further comprises: 

an input diplexer that separates a DOCSIS channel from the one or more multiplexed 
channel signals. 

Claim 48. (Previously Presented) The local service module of claim 46 wherein the local 
service module further comprises: 

an output diplexer that separates a DOCSIS channel from the one or more 
multiplexed channel signals. 

Claim 49. (Previously Presented) The local service module of claim 46 wherein at least 
one of the plurality of converters is a programmable converter. 

Claim 50. (Previously Presented) The local service module of claim 46 wherein at least 
one of the plurality of converters is a frequency converter. 

Claim 51. (Previously Presented) The local service module of claim 50 wherein the 
converted one of the plurality of video channels is provided to at least one bandpass filter. 

Claim 52. (Currently Amended) The system local service module of claim 46 wherein 
the local service module further comprises: 

a power divider adapted to divide the multiplexed channel signal into a plurality of 
identical multiplexed channel signals, one for each of the plurality of converters. 

Claim 53. (Currently Amended) A cable distribution system, comprising: 

a plurality of local service modules located in a neighborhood to receive one or more 
multiplexed channel signals comprised of one or more video channels, at least one or more of 
the multiplexed ch annel signals received from a nei ghborhood headend of the neighborhood, 
the neighborhood headend being configured to be receptive of one or more input signals from 
a cable djst b ne y , the l ocal service module to multiplex one or more video channels 
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in the input signals into the one or more multiplexed channel signals, a selected one or more 
of the video channels being provided to one or more of a plurality of converters in one of the 
local service modules for conversion into at least one predetermined frequency for 
combination with another video channel into a multiplexed signal; 

a plurality of room interface units associated with the plurality of local service 
modules, each of the plurality o f room interface units to receive the multiplexed signal and 
filtering one of the one or more video channels from the multiplexed signal for a video 
displaying apparatus at a customer location in the neighborhood [[ ;]] a»4 

a customer management system operabie to communicate a custo mer request for 
inter^€ti-w4»ed«-#^ 

request for non-local broadcast channels from a local service module to the headend. . 

Claim 54. (Currently Amended) The cable distribution system of claim 53 further 
compris i ng -:- 

j .iun the neighborhood headend is further configured to furth e r receive signals from a 
plurality of video sources v - te -- CTV^k i p l ex -- fee -- si - gBak - inte -- t - he - eHe - «r - ^Rore nutltipiexed - efaaaaet 

plurality of local service modules , including a satellite delivery system, transportation system 
such as Digital to Home Platform, or other suitable cable delivery system . 

Claim 55. (Cancelled) 

Claim 56. (Currently Amended) The cable distribution system of claim 115 5 11 53 further 
comprising: 

a database ^■:;h;,;:;:v.J ;o in communication cpm]^unicate..with tfee-a processor 
configured to communicate i-n-eommunieatieH-with the neighborhood headend and the 
phinihh of io.j. -Pi ! n>v ! the database for_storing customer viewing preferences. 
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Claim 57. (Currently Amended) The cable distribution system of claim 53 wherein the 
LVJ I '° hoyd. headend is a ■ ■hju'm. ■!■ ^ kjjJ on c 

headend . 

Claim 58. (New) A neighborhood headend comprising: 

Receiver/decoder means for receiving at least one of a satellite dish signal and a cable 
television signal from a cable distribution center and for decoding and outputting in response, 
a first signal; 

video recorder means for receiving at least one of a satellite dish signal and a cable 
television signal from the cable distribution center and for outputting in response, a selected 
second signal; 

combiner means for combining the first and the second signal and for outputting a 
combined signal; and 

diplexer means for receiving the combined signal and for outputting in response, a 
multiplexed channel signal to a local service module co-located in a neighborhood with the 
neighborhood headend. 

Claim 59. (New) The neighborhood headend of claim 58 further comprising personal 
computer means for receiving an Internet over television signal, the personal computer 
means also for outputting in response, a third signal to be combined with the first and the 
second signal by the combiner means. 
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Claim 60. (New) The neighborhood headend of claim 58 further comprising frequency 
converter means for receiving an Internet connectivity channel and converting the Internet 
connectivity channel to a predetermined frequency for passage to the combiner means. 

Claim 61. (New) The neighborhood headend of claim 58 wherein the receiver/decoder 
means comprises a block of separate integrated receiver/decoders (IRDs). 

Claim 62. (New) The neighborhood headend of claim 58 wherein the video recorder 
means is further for receiving a signal from a broadcast television antenna. 

Claim 63. (New) The neighborhood headend of claim 58 wherein the receiver/decoder 
means is further for receiving a satellite dish signal. 
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